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PRESS RELEASE
WORLDCOM PR GROUP TO SPEARHEAD PR PROGRAM FOR EUROPE’S 500 WINNERS
Brussels, Belgium. November 30, 2006 – The Worldcom Public Relations Group, the world’s largest network of independently owned public relations counseling firms, today announced that nine of its European member agencies will be masterminding a common PR project around a selection of winners of this year’s Europe’s 500 rankings. Initiated in 1996, the international association Europe’s 500 – Entrepreneurs for Growth representing more than 2,000 pan-European entrepreneurs focused on business achievement, fast growth, and job creation. It publishes an annual ranking of companies demonstrating exceptional performance over the previous three years. 
The nine Worldcom members spearheading the PR program are Yucatan (France); Kestrel (UK); Wisse Kommunikatie (Netherlands); HBI (Germany); CBO (Italy); Koko (Lithuania); PR Studio (Latvia); and Probako Communications (Hungary) plus the lead agency WEB of Belgium. The agencies represent nine of this year’s Europe’s 500 winners, all of whom feature in the top 100 for 2006. The PR activities undertaken by these Worldcom EMEA agencies has included driving awareness about Europe’s 500 in their local markets by briefing the editors of the major daily and business press, as well as key vertical publications, on the ranking results. The Worldcom EMEA members have also provided consulting services to the organizer and publisher of Europe’s 500 on developing and implementing the most effective messaging strategies for each market. The result of these activities has been a broad array of stimulating media coverage, mentioning Europe’s 500 itself and highlighting the winning companies. The joint PR program will culminate with press interviews for executives of the best-placed companies.  Winners will subsequently be honored at the Awards Ceremony and Gala Dinner on November 25 at the Hofburg in Vienna, Austria. The awards will be presented by Günter Verheugen, the European Commission Vice-President heading up the Trade and Industry directorate and Dr. Wolfgang Schuessel, Federal President of Austria.
Dee O’Sullivan, Communications Director of Europe’s 500, said: “working with Worldcom PR group means local knowledge, global reach. We are in direct contact with each Worldcom partner which made it possible to tailor effective PR campaigns to each country in a very efficient way by combining our sources of information with the local knowledge and expertise of the Worldcom partners.”
Detailed information on each of the 2006 Europe's 500 listed companies (searchable by country, industry, employees etc.) and complete statistical data and tables are available at www.europes500.com.

About Worldcom EMEA and the Worldcom PR Group
Worldcom EMEA currently consists of 25 agencies with a strong expertise in consumer goods, food & beverage, healthcare, technology, finance and public affairs. Thanks to a collaboration model that focuses on high quality and results, the Worldcom EMEA regional agencies today share a number of clients including Cotton Council International, Rockwell Automation, Allied Telesis, D-link and the E.U. Anti-Tobacco Campaign.

Worldcom EMEA is part of the Worldcom Public Relations Group, the world’s largest network of independently owned public relations counseling firms, with 100 offices in 133 cities worldwide. Established in 1988, it was formed so that the strongest, most capable independent public relations firms could serve national, international and multi-national clients while retaining the flexibility and client-service focus inherent in independent agencies. Through Worldcom Group, clients have on-demand access to in-depth communications expertise from professionals who understand the language, culture and customs of the geographic arenas in which they operate. In addition to Worldcom EMEA clients have access to Worldcom Americas and Worldcom Asia Pacific agencies. Visit www.worldcomgroup.com for more information. 
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