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PRESS RELEASE

FIVE NEW AGENCIES AND EXPANDED NETWORK AT WORLDCOM EMEA PR GROUP MEETING IN MALLORCA
Brussels, Belgium. September 5, 2007 – The Worldcom Public Relations Group, the world’s leading network of independently owned public relations counseling firms, announced today that its recent EMEA meeting held in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, from 27 to 29 September was a resounding success, resulting in an expanded agency network: five new agencies were accepted into the Worldcom PR Group and will be mentored by experienced agency members. This marks the first time the EMEA group’s ‘buddy’ program has been applied to new agencies joining the group. The Worldcom EMEA regional board, led by Diego Biasi, President of the Italian agency Business Press S.p.A., adopted the mentor system from the Americas region to help new members meet the stringent quality standards that Worldcom guarantees its clients. The Worldcom EMEA meeting was one of a series of Worldcom fall conferences, with the Americas meeting being held on 10-12 October in Miami, Florida and the Asia Pacific meeting on 24-26 October in Macau, China. 

The five new members of the Worldcom PR Group EMEA comprise the following agencies. 

Gellis Communications (www.gellis.com), Brussels, Belgium

Gellis, founded in 1998, is a full-service strategic communications consultancy offering communications management and advocacy services. Gellis focuses on five core service areas: Public Affairs/Lobbying; Campaigning (stakeholder and outreach); Content Development (corporate, public policy); Training (media, spokesperson, advocacy, presentation, strategic communications, crisis, etc.); and Evaluation (ex-ante and ex-post evaluations of communications programmes and campaigns). Gellis represents the interests of companies, trade associations, public associations, NGOs and governments. Its clients include several Directorates General of the European Commission (DG Environment, DG Employment & Social Affairs); the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (Eurofound); the Slovenian Business and Research Association (SBRA); the European Agency for Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI); the Interactive Software Federation of Europe (ISFE); the European Railway Agency (ERA); and the European Platform for Rehabilitation (EPR).

Coxit Public Relations (www.coxit.no), Oslo, Norway 

With the addition of Coxit Public Relations to the EMEA group, Worldcom partners now cover the whole of Scandinavia. Coxit PR was established in February 2005 and is the 12th largest PR agency in Norway. Alongside PR and communications, its services also include publishing and design. The agency specializes in the consumer, business-to-business, technology and IT sectors. Coxit’s clients include Visma, PSI Group, Otrum, Computer Sciences Corporation, and Ernst & Young.

LF Channel (www.lfchannel.com), Barcelona, Spain

Established in 1996, LF Channel is a marketing and PR agency specialized in the IT market. It has a global focus as well as the knowledge and experience to tailor marketing and communication plans to the needs of each individual client. As a result, clients can improve their brand image and market visibility, and increase their sales. Current clients include Kaspersky Lab, Verbatim, Wacom, Adaptec, I-mate, Via Technologies, IDC, and Creative, among others.

Catevo Group (www.catevo.com), Dubai, UAE 

An extension of Catevo Group Worldwide, the company was founded in Dubai in November 2006 and started operation in January 2007. Its current clients include Cummins, Konica Minolta, Stellar, Takhayal Entertainment, and Al Alam. Catevo’s services cover brand development, crisis communications/issues management, employee relations, management consulting, media relations, public affairs and research in addition to marketing, advertising and creative services. The company also provides strategic public relations services combined with extensive local expertise to international companies entering the Middle Eastern market. 

Majlis PR& Communications (www.majlisdubai.com), Dubai, UAE – associate member

Majlis PR& Communications is a joint venture with Worldcom PR Group’s member agency Yucatan, France and it is based in Dubai, UAE. Majlis was founded in 2003 and provides global press relations, Arabic and English copywriting, and event management. Its major clients are in the field of travel and tourism as well as fashion and include Sopexa, Maison de la France, Chantelle / Passionata, Duboats, and La Maison d’Hôtes.
“This Fall’s conference was a spectacular success, especially with the introduction of our new ‘buddy system’ to support new agencies joining the network,” commented Diego Biasi, chairman of Worldcom PR Group’s EMEA board. “Our five new members will really benefit from the experience and advice of their mentors and be up and running within the network in no time. With 31 agencies today, the EMEA group has grown really fast, while maintaining the highest levels of quality for our customers.” 

About Worldcom PR Group EMEA

Worldcom PR Group EMEA currently consists of 31 agencies with a strong expertise in consumer goods, food & beverage, healthcare, technology, finance and public affairs. Thanks to a collaboration model that focuses on high quality and results, the Worldcom PR Group EMEA regional agencies today share a number of clients including Cotton Council International, Rockwell Automation, Palm, Allied Telesyn and the E.U. Anti-Tobacco Campaign.

Worldcom PR Group EMEA is part of the Worldcom Public Relations Group, the world’s leading network of independently owned public relations counseling firms, with some 100 offices in 88 cities worldwide. Established in 1988, it was formed so that the strongest, most capable independent public relations firms could serve national, international and multi-national clients while retaining the flexibility and client-service focus inherent in independent agencies. Through Worldcom PR Group, clients have on-demand access to in-depth communications expertise from professionals who understand the language, culture and customs of the geographic arenas in which they operate. In addition to Worldcom PR Group EMEA, clients have access to Worldcom Americas and Worldcom Asia Pacific agencies. Visit www.worldcomgroup.com for more information. 
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